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Dedicated to delivering essential coverage
of Chicago’s diverse neighborhoods.

blockclubchicago.org



About Block
Club Chicago
Block Club Chicago is an independent, nonprofit newsroom
that provides essential coverage across the city’s diverse
neighborhoods. Through our website, email newsletters,
podcasts and in-person events, Block Club provides an inside
look at the stories that make Chicago great. Since our
founding in 2018, we’ve built an award-winning newsroom and
so much more — a community of neighbors, watchdogs,
change makers and partners like you telling real stories from
the real Chicago together.

We are community-focused, reader-funded and journalist-run.
Our impactful work is only possible because of partners like
you. 



BY THE NUMBERS



Estimated average
household income
$100K+

of subscribers
live in Chicago

of subscribers
have a four year or
graduate degree

29% have children

are married

of our
subscribers
are women

49%78% 88%66% 45%

Subscriber Data
With reporters filing stories every day from all over
the city, Block Club breaks news early and often,
attracting loyal readers across Chicago and the
surrounding suburbs, and drawing national
attention for our comprehensive coverage of the
third-largest city in America.



BOOKS, MAGAZINES/OTHER MEDIA

TECHNOLOGY

ARTS AND CULTURE

TRAVEL

FOOD AND WINE

HOME DECOR

HEALTH AND FITNESS

What our
community loves



Neighborhoods
Chicago is a city of neighborhoods — each with a unique
voice and identity — and Block Club Chicago is working to
cover them all. 

Currently, we have dedicated newsletters created by
reporters on the ground in Albany Park, Auburn Gresham,
Austin, Avondale, Bronzeville, Bucktown, Chatham, Douglas,
Edgewater, Edgebrook, Edison Park, Englewood, Garfield Park,
Gold Coast, Humboldt Park, Hyde Park, Irving Park, Jefferson
Park, Lakeview, Lincoln Park, Lincoln Square, Little Village,
Logan Square, the Loop, Near West Side, North Lawndale,
Norwood Park, Old Town, Pilsen, Portage Park, River North,
Rogers Park, Sauganash, South Shore, Uptown, West Loop,
West Town, Wicker Park, and Woodlawn.
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ADVERTISING
PRODUCTS



Block Club Chicago
Newsletter Suite
Block Club Chicago newsletters are the primary avenue
for readers to engage with our product and get the local
news they desire. 

We offer distinct email products for daily citywide news
and special interest areas like Arts & Culture and LGBTQ+
news. In addition, each of our neighborhood reporters
curates custom weekly local news digests that our readers
value so highly that most pay a premium for access. Our
open rates exceed industry standards across the board
(in some cases, they're double).
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Our daily newsletter that
reaches 93,000 subscribers
each morning. It features
news from across the entire
city and has a 43% open rate.

Similar to the morning
newsletter, but this drops in the
afternoon and is stocked with
the news of the day from
across the city. It reaches
90,000 subscribers and has a
45% open rate.

Block Club curates and releases
12 newsletters throughout the
week that cater to specific
neighborhoods around the city.
Subscribers vary depending on
the neighborhood, but open
rates are huge at 60% or above.

Chicago has a vibrant Arts
& Culture scene and this
newsletter chronicles those
stories from across the city.
This has 101,000
subscribers and drops on
Wednesday and Saturday.

Citywide Morning
Newsletter

Neighborhood 
Newsletter

Citywide Afternoon
Newsletter

Arts and Culture 
Newsletter







Each Block Club Chicago Newsletter hosts only
two ad units — 1200X675 display ads with a
clickthrough URL — so every customer earns a
50% SOV on every single impression.

Standard
Newsletter
Display Ads



The Block Club Chicago version of sponsored
content.

Feature long form content based messaging
inside any of our newsletter products.

Messaging can be written by the Block Club
Chicago team or by any team internally with the
partner.

Dedicated
Partner
Messaging 



Newsletter
Takeovers
For greater impact, our advertising partners
can take over the full inventory of any
newsletter, guaranteeing exclusive ownership
of both ad units, plus a bonus “presented by”
flag with a logo at the top of the email.



Newsletter
Sponsorship
To build long-term relationships with our audience
and key interest groups, we offer exclusive
sponsorship of an entire newsletter product for
maximum visibility over an extended period of time.

Newsletter sponsorship includes regular takeovers
of specific or specialty newsletters, plus a bonus
promotional campaign for added impressions of
your brand around key content.



Newsletter
Rates

Newsletter Ad Product Rate

Morning Newsletter Standard Ad $2,500

Afternoon Newsletter Standard Ad $2,500

Neighborhood Newsletter Standard Ad $400

Arts & Culture Newsletter Standard Ad $2,000

Morning/Afternoon Newsletter Dedicated 
Messaging Sponsorship

$4,000

Neighborhood Newsletter Dedicated Messaging
Sponsorship

$1,500

Arts & Culture Newsletter Dedicated Messaging 
Sponsorship

$3,000

Morning/Afternoon Newsletter Takeover $4,500

Neighborhood Newsletter Takeover $1,000

Arts & Culture Newsletter Takeover $3,500

Newsletter Sponsorship TBD (See your Block Club Chicago Rep)



Digital
Display Ads

BlockClubChicago.org 

Your brand can be featured on the
Block Club Chicago website next to
vital local news in Chicago.

We offer customizable targeting of
any kind (geo, contextual, etc.).



Digital
Display
Rates

Traditional Display Ads Rate

100,000 impressions $600

200,000 impressions $1,000

300,000 impressions $1,300



Block Club
Chicago
Social Media
Your brand and messaging can be
featured in front of hundreds of
thousands of potential customers via
Block Club Chicago’s highly engaged
social media networks.

X - 235,000

Instagram - 89,000

Facebook - 203,000



Social
Media
Rates

Social Media Elements Rate

Facebook/Instagram Post $3,000 (includes $1,000 boost)



Block Club
Chicago Dedicated
Promotional Emails
Connect directly 1-1 with Block Club Chicago
readers through our promotional partnership
newsletter channel. 

We’ll deliver a custom email designed
entirely for your brand to an audience of
75,000 Block Club Chicago readers who
have opted in to receive messaging from our
trusted partners.
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Custom
Promo
Email Rates

Custom Promo Emails Rate

1 Custom Promo Email $2,000



The Block Club
Chicago Podcast
The Block Club Chicago Podcast is a twice-
weekly deep dive into the stories that matter in
Chicago’s neighborhoods. We cover the impactful,
investigative, and inspiring news that deserves a
closer look.

The podcast episodes generate an estimated
40,000 downloads a week and have amassed
nearly 2.2 million downloads total.

It is hosted by WGN Radio personality, Chicago
Blackhawks announcer and Emmy-winning
broadcast host, Jon Hansen.

JON
HANSEN

EMMY AWARD-WINNING HOST, 
PRODUCER + PERSONALITY

Jon Hansen is a multimedia force in Chicago, reaching WGN radio
listeners, Block Club Chicago readers and podcast listeners, TV viewers
and hundreds of thousands of Blackhawks fans each year.

From stadium host to radio host to TV host, Hansen spans the media
spectrum — a friendly, positive and increasingly ubiquitous presence in
the lives of Chicagoans.

Jon is an Emmy-winning host and reporter for WCIU's “On The Block:
Powered By Block Club Chicago” and “Chicago Food To Go.” He hosts
two WGN Radio shows: “Your Money Matters” and “Let's Get Legal,” which
aim to help listeners navigate their finances and everyday issues.



The Block
Club
Chicago
Podcast
Rates

The Block Club Chicago Podcast Rate

Three 90-second advertising spots
(voiced by Jon)

$3,000

A 20-minute custom podcast
episode

$6,000

A 20-minute custom podcast
episode and edited 90-second spots

$8,500

*See your Block Club Chicago Rep for custom podcast sponsorship rates and opportunities



Block Club Chicago
Contesting and
Data Share
Block Club Chicago will host and promote a
contest giveaway in partnership with your brand.

Block Club Chicago will handle logistics and share
email, phone, address, and other relevant data,
collected with opt-in permissions from contest
entrants, for inclusion on your email lists.

The rate includes promotional advertising for the
duration of the contest.

Over 3,000 emails
generated for AARP



Contesting
& Data
Share Rates

*See your Block Club Chicago Rep for custom contest rates

Contesting & Data Share Rate

1 Custom Contest & Promo $3,000



SPONSORSHIPS



Block Club Chicago
Content Sponsorships

Align your brand with impactful, high-value Block Club
Chicago journalism through our content sponsorships. 

Deliver direct value to our readers by funding coverage
that matters to them, featuring high-visibility logo
placement on all related stories and sections for strong
impression-driven advertising.



Block Club Chicago’s
LGBTQ+ coverage on the
Block Club Chicago
website and through a
curated Proud City
specialty newsletter.

Block Club Chicago’s
specialty! Your brand
will present a
comprehensive to-do
list for Chicago
readers.

Sponsor Block Club
Chicago food and dining
content.

Proud City

It’s a night out! Present
a thorough review of all
the city’s premiering
shows, plays, concerts,
and more.

Fall Theatre
Preview What does 311 mean?

How did the “L” get it’s
name? Sponsor content
that explains Chicago to
Chicago.

Chicago Explains

Things to do Food and Dining

Content
Sponsorships

It’s warm! Be a part of
Block Club Chicago’s
complete summer
activity guide including
entertainment, food,
and more.

Block Club
Chicago
Summer Guide Shop local during the

holiday season! Block
Club reporters choose
businesses all around
Chicago and feature
them along with your
brand.

Shop Local
Gift Guide

Nobody does election
coverage like Block Club
does. Your brand will be
aligned with top-shelf
reporting throughout
election season and
garner huge impressions
along with it.

Election
Coverage



Block Club
Chicago
2026
Sponsorship
Rates

Sponsorship Rates Rate

Presenting Sponsorship $10,000

Local Sponsorship $5,000

Promotional Sponsorship $3,000

*See your Block Club Chicago Rep for custom sponsorship programs and rates



2026 Block Club Chicago Events

January 20, 2026 | Apollo’s 2000 Theater 

Hear from Little Village residents on one year of
the immigration crackdown in Chicago.

The Impact of Immigration: A Night of
Storytelling in Little Village

May 2026 | West Side

Support West Siders looking for resources and
employment opportunities with our trusted
partners and small businesses.

Job and Resource Fair

July 2026 | South Side

Learn from neighbors about their experiences
navigating the healthcare system while connecting
South Siders with medical and mental health
resources and providers.

Healthcare Expo

October 3, 2026 | Half Acre Brewing

Save the date for our flagship event and family-
friendly celebration of all things Chicago.

Third Annual Block Party



Event Sponsorship Opportunities

PRESENTING SPONSORSHIP
$20,000

Presented by verbiage and logo inclusion on a minimum 1,000,000 event promo impressions
20X20 Booth Space on-site at the event for activation
On-site signage at the event
Verbal recognition from stage in minimum 2 stage announcements
Data share on all emails exchanged for the event
6 VIP tickets to the event for internal or external use

Packages are listed per event, but all are customizable. Contact our team to learn more! 

LOCAL SPONSORSHIP
$5,000

Presented by verbiage and logo inclusion in minimum
250,000 promo impressions
Tabling opportunity at the event
2 VIP tickets to the event for internal or external use

COMMUNITY SPONSORSHIP
$10,000

Presented by verbiage and logo inclusion in
minimum 500,000 promo impressions
10X10 booth space at the event for activation
4 VIP tickets to the event for internal or external use

Sponsor all four 2026 events and receive a 15% discount!



Block Club Chicago
Advertising
Creative Specs
All creative specs for every Block Club Chicago
advertising product.

Ad element Size(s)

All newsletter ads
1200X675, 30 words of text (optional)

and URL

Newsletter takeovers
All newsletter ad elements and business

logo

All traditional digital display ads
300X250, 728X90, 970X90, 320X50,

and URL

Social media ads
1080X1920, 1080X1080, 1200X630,
1080X1350, 1600X900, 1920X1080,

business logo, and URL

Custom promo email
Business logo, all content on a Google
Doc for the body of the email, pertinent

graphics, and URL.

The Block Club Chicago Podcast A 90-second script

Contest and data share
Business logo, promo graphic

highlighting the giveaway, a picture of
the giveaway

Sponsorships See your Block Club Chicago rep



THANK YOU!
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